
2021 Events 

Boy Scout Sunday 2/7/21 

Day of Recollection 

(1/2 Day) 
2/27/21 

Girl Scout Sunday 3/7/21 

Religious Recogni-

tions Event 
4/25/21 

Ros-a-Ree Weekend 

Retreat / Camp Out 

8/13 - 

8/15/21 

Ad Altare Dei 

Workshops 

Oct 2 & 

Nov 6, ‘21 

Religious Recogni-

tions Training 

Online 

Now! 

W I N T E R  - 2 0 2 0  

NOTE:  Whenever we refer to ‘Scout’ or ‘Scouts’ generically we are referring to ALL the 
organizations we serve: American Heritage Girls, Boy Scouts, Camp Fire, Scouts BSA & Girl Scouts 

Quarterly Newsletter 

To  Subscribe:  Send an Email with ‘Subscribe’ in the subject line to: 
jolietcatholicscouts@gmail.com 

Day of Recollection 
 

Facebook Group 

http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1161209217388846/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1161209217388846/
mailto:jolietcatholicscouts@gmail.com
mailto:jolietcatholicscouts@gmail.com
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/siteimages/scouting/documents/Retreat_-_ALL_Registration_Forms_-_2021-02_-_Ver_2.pdf
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting/sectioncontent.php?secid=22
http://www.facebook.com/groups/jdccs


     In each issue, we are going to feature 

a religious recognition that is available.  

This quarter’s information is provided for 

parents, guardians, volunteers, and troop 

leaders who organize, conduct, and en-

courage youth to participate in the 

Mary, the First Disciple program. 

     The purpose of the Mary, the First 

Disciple program is to enable Scouts of 

the Catholic faith to “proclaim the great-

ness of the Lord.”  This is accomplished 

by actively involving the participants in 

series of activities that give them an un-

derstanding of Mary as a model of open-

ness and spirituality  
 

   Program Objectives: 
 

     Through various projects, discussions, 

and liturgical celebrations over a period 

of months, the participants are provided 

with a unique opportunity to develop 

new insights into their personalities, 

friends, parents, siblings, and the world 

around them.  
 

Eligibility: 
 

     • This program is designed for any 

Catholic youth in grades 7-10, (grades 7+ 

allowed), who are members of an ap-

proved youth organization (see our web-

site for a list of organizations). 

 

     The Program: 
 

Chapters of the book include: 

 •Called and Chosen 

 •God With Us 

 •Mary Made a Difference 
  

Classes: 

 

Contact Rosemarie Courtney - rdcourt-

ney1940@gmail.com 
 

Program Tips:  
 

     The first meeting should be with a 

parent/guardian where the program is 

explained and page 48 is completed.  
 

     The first four formal classes should 

start with the Rosary each time with a 

different set of Mysteries.   
 

     If starting in the Spring try to time the 

section concerning Pentecost with the 

feast of Pentecost.  This brings it alive in 

the participant’s mind.  
 

     Making a knotted cord/twine Rosary, 

a copy of a Nuptial Blessing and a list of 

Marian Shrines in the area can be found 

here: Helpful Files for advisers     
 

    While working on a service project, 

participants can work with other groups 

in their church or community.  Partici-

pants can work on service projects as 

individuals or in a group. 

    Each participant is required to have 

their own workbook.  Workbooks are 

available at:  http://store.nfcym.org  

Allow two weeks for delivery.  
 

Program Completion:  
 

     Each child must have their own origi-

nal workbook (no electronic copies are 

allowed).  In the back of the original 

workbook is an application form.  The 

parent/guardian and participant sign the 

application indicating that the program 

has been completed.  Next, it is signed by 

the adult adviser and lastly by the parish 

designate.  
 

     With the completed form now done, 

go to our website at dio-

ceseofjoliet.org/scouting/ and click on 

‘Religious Recognitions’.  From there, 

click on ‘Order Form’.  Instructions are 

on the order form as to where and how 

to send in all that is needed. 
 

     Finally, remember to fill in the Survey 

Monkey form online (directions are found 

on the order form) so the participant’s 

name appears in the annual Religious 

Recognitions ceremony program. That 

ceremony is held annually on the first 

Sunday after the Feast of St. George 

(April 23). 

               The merits of loyalty are often debated – anyone who has ever been hurt by someone they consid-

ered a true friend can attest to the fact that loyalty is a double-edged sword.  But no one who has ever found 

himself in need of a true friend can deny it is one of the most valuable gifts in the world.  But as valuable it is, it 

can also be exceedingly rare. 

 

     Perhaps one of the reasons that it is such a rare quality these days is that loyalty is so easy to be misplaced.  

How many times have you given your loyalty to a person only to realize that your trust has been betrayed and 

your faith broken?  But without loyalty, families are broken, and friendships are empty. 

 

     Jerry Lewis said: I have a loyalty that runs in my bloodstream when I lock into someone or something, you 

can’t get me away from it because I commit to that thoroughly.  That’s in friendship, that’s in a deal, that’s in a 

commitment.  Don’t give me paper – I can get the same lawyer who drew it up to break it. But if you shake my 

hand, that’s for life.  

 

     As leaders, we need to model loyalty for our Scouts like the 2nd point of the Scout Law says.  Are you? 

mailto:rdcourtney1940@gmail.com
mailto:rdcourtney1940@gmail.com
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting/subsectioncontent.php?secid=5&subsecid=11
http://store.nfcym.org


http://nfcym.org/patches
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting/subsectioncontent.php?secid=5&subsecid=21


http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting/sectioncontent.php?secid=6
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting/sectioncontent.php?secid=6
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1161209217388846/


Be Sure to Attend the Day of Recollection 
February 27, 2021 
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