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     Each issue we are going to feature a 

religious recognition that is available.  

This quarter the information provided is 

for parents/guardians and unit leaders 

who organize and conduct the Catholic 

Ad Altare Dei program. 
 

     The purpose of the Ad Altare 

Dei (to the Altar of God) program is to 

help Catholic Boy Scouts of the Roman 

Rite develop a fully Christian way of life 

in the faith community.  The program is 

organized into chapters based on the 

seven Sacraments.  The seven Sacra-

ments are a primary means toward spir-

itual growth.  
  

   Program Objectives: 
 

     The most important aspect of the 

program is that the Scout grows in their 

spiritual experience of their relationship 

to God and the church. 
 

Eligibility: 
 

     This program is designed for Catho-

lic youth 13 – 14 years old (6th grade + 

allowed), who are members of any BSA 

program.  Older Scouts and all regis-

tered Venturers (male or female under 

age 21) are eligible for this program. 

 

     The Program: 
 

     Each chapter in the Youth’s AAD 

Manual is divided into five sections.  

     The first section (Life Experiences) 

examines situations from the Scout’s life 

and relates that experience to the Sacra-

ments.  

     The second section (Activity) has 

various activities for the Scout to see 

this relationship in action.  

     The third section (Faith Response) 

provides the Scout with the opportunity 

to respond to the call of God through 

the Sacrament.  This is where a scout 

places their belief into practice.  

     The fourth section (Sign-off) has 

both the counselor and the scout certi-

fying completion of the chapter.   

   The fifth section (Follow-up) has the 

youth relate to their progress on the 

emblem to their Unit Leader.  This can 

be done during the next SM Conference 

or when that the SM designates. 

     The first page of the AAD Scout 

Manual is an application that needs to be 

completed by all Scouts working on the 

AAD emblem.  This is so many mem-

bers of the faith community will be 

aware that the Scout is working on their 

religious emblem.  

     It typically takes Scouts 8 to 12 

months to complete the entire program. 
 

Program Completion:  
 

     Each child must have their own origi-

nal workbook (no electronic copies are 

allowed).  In the original workbook is an 

‘Emblem Application Form’.  The Scout 

and their Counselor sign the workbook 

indicating that the program has been 

completed.  Next, the Scout has a Board 

of Review, and after successful comple-

tion, the application will be signed by 

each person who helped conduct the 

Board of Review. 

     With the completed form now done, 

g o  t o  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  d io -

ceseofjoliet.org/scouting/ and click 

on ‘Religious Recognitions’. From there, 

click on ‘Order Form’.  Instructions are 

on the order form as to where & how 

to send in all that is needed. 

     Finally, remember to fill in the Survey 

Monkey form online (directions are 

found on the order form) so the partici-

pant’s name appears in the annual Reli-

gious Recognitions ceremony program. 

That ceremony is held annually on the 

first Sunday after the Feast of St. George 

(April 23). 

          During a meeting at work last week, one of my colleagues said to another; “You cannot buy trust, you 

have to earn it.”  I found that fascinating and it reminded me of the first point of the Boy Scout Law - Trustwor-

thy.   

     It made me ask myself what it means to be trustworthy?  What are the traits of a trustworthy person?  

While thinking of the trustworthy Scouts and Scouters I know, the following traits came to mind:   
 

     1. They are consistent.  People want to see consistent, positive behavior in the people they trust.   

     2. They are humble.  They realize that the efforts of the team really make things happen, versus what they  

         can individually accomplish.   

     3. They have integrity.  People want other people around them that stand up for what is right in life, even  

         when no one is watching.   

     4. They are authentic.  Authentic people are not trying to be above anyone else.  They are likable, humble,  

         and easy to talk to.   
 

     As leaders, we need to model trustworthiness for our Scouts just like the 1st point of the Scout Law says.  

Are you? 



https://www.nccs-bsa.org/index.php/religious-activities
http://www.dioceseofjoliet.org/scouting/subsectioncontent.php?secid=5&subsecid=21


https://www.nccs-bsa.org/index.php/religious-activities
https://www.nccs-bsa.org/index.php/religious-activities


Be Sure to Attend the Day of Recollection 
February 27, 2021 
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